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PRESS RELEASE - October 23, 2009

Wright County ordered by state agency to stop issuing building permits in
Corinna Township.

The Commissioner of the MN Department of Labor and Industry (DOLI) has upheld an
October 2008 order that Wright County has been illegally issuing building permits in Corinna
Township for the last year. The September 1, 2009 order makes Corinna Township the sole
building inspector throughout all areas of the Township.

Applicants in shoreland areas of Corinna Township have been illegally required to obtain
building permits, including payment of application fees, by Wright County since the fall of
2008. Wright County appealed the October 2008 order to the Commissioner of DOLI, who
ultimately agreed with the state agency that Corinna Township has properly appointed its own
building code official and that Wright County must stop issuing such permits.

Wright County has appealed the recent decision, but is currently abiding by the September 1
order and is no longer issuing building permits or conducting inspections in Corinna
Township. Corinna landowners, whether in shoreland or non-shoreland areas, now need a
building permit only from the Township and can direct applications or questions to (320) 274-
8049.

Corinna Township has previously attempted to become the sole shoreland zoning authority so
that landowners do not need to go two places for their permits. A July 2008 resolution by the
County Board denied the Township this authority.

Documents relating to the DOLI order and the ongoing efforts of the Township to obtain
shoreland zoning authority can be found at www.corinnaplanning.info or by contacting
Corinna Township at 320-274-8049.
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